ol w

JOINT

S]CSSI()N O THIL MAHARASHTRA LEGISLATURE AT BOMBAY

ADDRESS

| DELIVERED BY
Shri ALI YAVAR JUNG

GOVERNOR OF MAHARASHTRA

22nd March 1972



)

®

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members,

1.7 Tt gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this first Session
of the New State Legislature. The exemplary manner in which
the pecple of this State have conducted themselves in exercising
their franchise has once again demagnstrated our staunch adherence
to democratic ideals and practices.

2. Momentous events have taken place recently. In December
1971, we were faced with a challenge to our sovereignty and national
integrity. We are all proud of the national response to this
challenge and the gallant action of our armed forces. I would like
to salute the memory of those who laid down their lives for the
defence of the country. Thanks to the heroism, spirit of sacrifice
and valour of our armed forces, the dedicated work -of our public
servants, the unity of our people and the mature and dynamic
leadership of our Prime Minister, our nation has been able to
triumph over the forces of bigotry and colonialism. Maharashtra
contributed with whole-hearted co-operation and unstinted selfless-
ness its mite towards the national endeavour during the crisis,
Our magnificent victory during the Jast war has proved that demo-

" cracy, secularism and socialism can alone triumph over the narrow

forces of religious and racial intolerance. It has also taught us the
need for self-reliance.

3. There has been a spontaneous response from the public to
the National Defence Fund, and for donations of blood, in parti-
cular by industrial workers, agriculturists, students and teachers.
The influx of nearly ten million refugees from Bangla Desh, caused
by the ruthless atrocities inflicted on their lives, properties and
honour, imposed a tremendous burden on the resources of our
country. In order to bring relief the Government and people of the
State contributed generously in money and in kind, In addition,
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to reduce the financial burden on the (J()chllm]cllith of Jnd;a,b‘thls
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State imposed certain levies by Or d'n?a,ncfé which the p‘“op e’ ore
willingly and in a truly national spirit. I'hese levies will soon be

presented to the Legislature for enactment as Jaw.

4. 1n Maharashtra the gmall Savings Scheme was also r{lob}']iscd
on a war-footing. People responded o t’h.f: citll cn,t1hu.<‘;1ast1cally
and helped the State to invest Rs. 25 crores in Small Savings over
and above this year’s target of Rs. 31:63 crorcs. Apart from the
cause it will sponsor, it is in essence a people’s scheme benefiting
above all the common man and this featurc prlains the ready
manner in which it caught the people’s imagination.

5. My Government has taken several relief measures for the
welfare of defence services personnel disabled or wounded, and
families of those killed in action. Cash awards for gallantry, grant
of land for agriculture and for residential accommodation, employ-
ment facilities, interest-free loans for starting small-scale industries
and educational concessions, are some of the important measures.
Special mention needs to be made in this behalf of the work
done by the Citizens’ Defence Committee and the magnificent
co-operation rendered by the Mass Media of Communications

throughout the critical period.

6. Despite the fact that in the year 1971-72 the State suffered
heavily on account of large-scale failure of crops involving the
Government in heavy expenditure of crores of rupees, I am glad
that our performance under the State Plan Programme has been

satisfactory.

7. Now that my Government has been returned with renewed
confidence frp;n the people of the State, it is determined to carry
out e;s expeditiously as possible the various assurances given to the
people.

8. In particular, it is anxious to bring about a rapid economic
ad\(ancement of the under-privileged and weaker sections of our
society, name!y, the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Nomadic
Tribes, marginal farmers, small holders, agricultural’labourers
hutment dwellers in urban areas, casual labour in industrial units’
aqd the unemployed and under-employed 1ural population. For
this purpose, Government has formulated an ambitious 1§-point
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code, which is the sheet-anchor of our programme of action for the

coming years. The broad features of this programme are :

({) Providing employment guarantee in manual work for
the rural population.

(i) Monopoly purchase of cotton and re-organisation of
the Cotton Textile Industry and strengthening of the
handloom industry.

(#i7) Guaranteed minimum wages for agricultural labourers
for whom a minimum wage is not prescribed so far.

(iv) Opening of Ashram Shalas and adopting an area
development approach for the welfare of Adivasis.

() Encouraging self-employment among the educated un-
employed through liberal financial assistance.

(v) Transfer of entire Iand revenue to the village panchayats
with a view to enabling them to undertake productive
works at village level.

(vii) Protection to industrial workers and casual labourers and
encouraging workers’ participation in management,
extension of benefits of provident fund and bonus to
such industrial workers as are not covered by these
benefits so far.

(viii) Earmarking of at least 15 per cent of the financial resources
of each Zilla Parishad for welfare schemes in the interest
of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Nomadic
Tribes, etc.

(ix) Reservation of 80 per cent vacancies in Government,
quasi-Government and Co-operative Services for families
where there is not a single earning member or whose
monthly assured income is less than Rs. 200 or whose
owned land is less than one family holding under the
Tenancy Act.

(x) Providing drinking water facilities in all the villages of the
State before the end of the Fifth Five-Year Plan.

(x?) Provision of basic amenities to persons living in sub-
standard conditions in the slum areas.
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9. Additional two most pressing problems 1WhéCh~ ?ajve been
engaging the attention of 1}1}’ foﬁleﬁlgﬁﬁﬁiefﬁms12 ;)ilgnr'llisﬁczfﬁ
an property. In the 1€ thear
cclzlxlfgigp(lelleﬁibwaf tﬁ)e a};)pointmenf by the Gove%‘n.ment of India
of the Central Land Reforms Committee regaidmg .Pelllng on
agricultural land. The recommendations of the Lomnzutge which
were announced in the Rajya Sabha on the 4th A}lgusu 1971 were
to the effect that ceiling on agricultural lanq should be ﬁxeq with
reference to a family consisting of husband, wife and minor children,
that the ceiling for irrigated land should range between 10 and '18
acres and that ceiling for unirrigated land should bg 54 acres Vyltll
higher limits for inferior lands and for areas having insuflicient
or scanty rainfall. My Government has accepted these recommenda-
tions in toto and a Bill to give effect to them will be introduced

in the next Session.

10. In response to the demand for agricultural land for cultivation
from the landless, the Government appointed in April 1970
a Committee in each district under the Chairmanship of the President,
Zilla Parishad, to make more forest and waste lands available for
cultivation. As a result of the work of these committees, an area
of about 67,000 hectares of forests and waste lands has been made
available for distribution to the landless after reserving sufficient
land for grant to persons affected by irrigation projects.

11. As regards ceiling on urban property, I would like to make it
clear that my Goyernment 1s equally committed to ceiling on urban
property with a view to reducing economic inequalities and securing
social justice and has already authorised the Government of India
to undertake forthwith uniform legislation for the whole countr
This is neeessary for an effective implementation of the law g

12. The agricultural season '
Because of the failure of the monso
failed. This resulted in scarcity
and the position in the five
Sk}olapur and Ahmednagar Distri

in 1971-72 ~Wwas disappointing.
ons, the Kharif crop has practically
for the second year in succession

to agricultural labourers affected b :
. 3 Y scarcity.,
scarcity, nearly 15 lakhs of persons were beiilg

D started normally, t

‘At the peak of the
provided with work.
he absence of rains







